


Assessment and Feedback Policy  

Department:  

 

1. Lay the foundations for effective feedback: 

This is achieved by…. 

• Sharing learning objectives with students at the beginning of each lesson or learning 

sequence. These are tiered through academic taxonomies, based upon the relevant 

waypoints and are written using tier 2 command words. 

• Developing, clarifying and sharing with students the success criteria upon which 

quality is judged. Students may be involved in the development of these. 

• Developing positive relationships and an environment for learning in which feedback 

is welcomed and acted upon by students to move their learning forward. 

• Developing a thoughtfully sequenced schedule of summative assessments to provide 

timely and accurate evidence of what students know, understand and can do; 

identify gaps & misconceptions and ensure students are placed on the most 

appropriate pathway to success. This should be manageable in terms of teacher 

workload and school resources. 

• Using summative assessments formatively, giving students the opportunity to act 

upon feedback to move their learning forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does assessment and feedback look like in science? 

Students are formatively assessed on a day-to day basis through a variety of evidence based questioning 

techniques, structured learning activities and through listening to student conversations. The outcomes of 

these assessments are used by teachers to identify gaps and misconceptions and to adapt teaching to 

increase what students know, understand and can do. 

Students undertake regular summative assessments, that include coverage of prior learning, in order to 

enhance recall and retention. They are used formatively through DIRT to move student’s learning forward. 

These standardised assessments provide evidence of what students know, understand and can do, 

enabling teachers to improve teaching and learning and to adapt the curriculum design, sequencing and 

delivery.  



2. Type and frequency of assessment and feedback. This includes the methods used for 

assessment and the way in which feedback is provided (including details of when and 

how written and verbal feedback are used) 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 

Formative assessment 
Verbal day-to-day assessment 
and feedback as an integral 
part of teaching & learning. 
Written feedback is given on a 
particular planned piece of 
work according to the 
schedule. In the form 
WWW/EBI. 
Opportunities for self- and 
peer assessment, learning 
through structured talk and 
peer teaching are planned by 
teachers. 
 
Summative assessment 
3 per year, one in each term. 
Stepped assessments  
consisting of short & longer 
answer questions. Include 
coverage of prior learning to 
enhance recall & retention. 
Used formatively through DIRT 
to move learning forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative assessment 
Verbal day-to-day assessment 
and feedback as an integral 
part of teaching & learning. 
Written feedback is given on a 
particular planned piece of 
work according to the 
schedule. In the form 
WWW/EBI. 
Opportunities for self- and 
peer assessment, learning 
through structured talk and 
peer teaching are planned by 
teachers. 
 
Summative assessment 
Y10: 3 per year, one in each 
term. Stepped assessments  
consisting of short & longer 
answer past exam questions 
designed to mirror the 
structure of external GCSE 
assessments. Include coverage 
of prior learning to enhance 
recall & retention. Used 
formatively through DIRT to 
move learning forward. 
Term 3 assessment is a formal 
mock exam that mirrors the 
structure and content of 
external GCSE assessments. 
 
Y11: 3 per year; term 1.1 – 
baseline assessment, 1.2 – 
formal mock exam, 2.1 – 
formal mock exam. 
All Y11 assessments mirror the 
structure and content of 
external GCSE assessments 
and as such include coverage 
of prior learning to enhance 
recall and retention. All are 
used formatively through DIRT 
to move learning forward, to 
identify gaps & misconceptions 

Formative assessment 
Verbal day-to-day assessment 
and feedback as an integral 
part of teaching & learning. 
Written feedback is given on a 
particular planned piece of 
work according to the 
schedule. On a particular 
planned piece of work. In the 
form WWW/EBI. 
Opportunities for self- and 
peer assessment, learning 
through structured talk and 
peer teaching are planned by 
teachers. 
 
Summative assessment 
Y12: 3 per year, one in each 
term. Stepped assessments  
consisting of MC, short & 
longer answer past exam 
questions designed to mirror 
the structure of external GCE 
assessments. Include coverage 
of prior learning to enhance 
recall & retention. Used 
formatively through DIRT to 
move learning forward. 
Term 3 assessment is a formal 
mock exam that mirrors the 
structure and content of 
external GCE assessments. 
 
Y13: 2 per year; term 1.1 – 
baseline assessment, 2.1 – 
formal mock exam. 
All Y13 assessments mirror the 
structure and content of 
external GCE assessments and 
as such include coverage of 
prior learning to enhance 
recall and retention. All are 
used formatively through DIRT 
to move learning forward, to 
identify gaps & misconceptions 



and to inform adaptation of 
teaching. 
These standardised 
assessments may be 
supplemented with topic 
assessments at the teacher’s 
discretion. Topic assessments 
are also used formatively 
through DIRT to move learning 
forward. 
 
External assessment 
Takes place at the end of Y11. 
Analysis of the results is used 
to adapt the curriculum 
design, sequencing and 
delivery. 

and to inform adaptation of 
teaching. 
 
These standardised 
assessments may be 
supplemented with topic 
assessments at the teacher’s 
discretion. Topic assessments 
are also used formatively 
through DIRT to move learning 
forward. 
 
External assessment 
Takes place at the end of Y13. 
Analysis of the results is used 
to adapt the curriculum 
design, sequencing and 
delivery. 
 

 

3. Plan for how students will act on feedback: 

This is achieved by….. 

• Engaging all students in formative assessment and feedback through a variety of 

evidence based questioning techniques, structured learning activities and 

structured talk. 

• Planning opportunities for all students to engage in structured talk, self- & peer- 

assessment and peer teaching. 

• Providing all students opportunities to experience and engage in revision and 

retrieval activities prior to standardised assessments. 

• Providing all students with opportunities for DIRT so that they can use feedback 

to move their learning forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Helpful worked examples of effective feedback practices in the department: 

KS3 SAR Tests 

 

KS4 SAR Tests          KS5 Assessments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice exam questions (KS4 & 5) 

 


